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"That's Ellsworth's carnp," said someone knowingly.
But nothing moved near it.
" There they are! " shouted another. ct Look! High up
on the barrier! " Breathless we turned our glasses in the
direction in which he was pointing. On the ice-headland
a hundred feet above the bay stood four tiny black figures,
human figures, motionless, watching us. Then we knew.
A horrid thought began to take shape within us. The
Wyatt Earp had after all beaten us and come here first. The
fliers had been found and they and their rescuers stood now
watching us from this vantage point. At present they were
too far off, of course, to make any signal, but when we drew
nearer they would wave. We shouted and hallooed, but
still they made no movement except to change their positions
slightly. Perhaps they were still too far off. We steamed
slowly towards the ice-cliff where they stood and shouted and
waved again. But the four penguins high above us only
threw out their white chests, shook their flippers and
graciously bowed their heads from their exalted perch.
After all, what business was it of theirs?
There was no sign of life in the little camp high up on the
ice-cliff and no movement save the silly meaningless flutter-
ing of the flag, or whatever it was, beckoning from its pole.
Two more rockets shivered the silence and fell in showers of
gold, but they called nothing to life except echoes. Douglas
and Murdoch took off in the Moth and the drone of their
engines was soon lost to us. They became a tiny circling dot
where the sky and the white world meiged. The mechanics
began to assemble the Wapiti and already she had her wings
outspread where she crouched upon her platform* The
rest of us watched the Moth wheeling slowly far away over
Little America. In that all-pervading universal nothing-
ness, Douglas said, it was almost impossible for him to know
which way up he was flying or, indeed, to have any idea of
direction at all without looking at his instruments, for above
and below and all around was the same sheet whitca without